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The Bachelor of Arts in Landscape Studies [BA(LS)] is an internationally recognised undergraduate degree offered by the Division of Landscape Architecture. Our programme delivers a broadly comprehensive education in the landscape architecture discipline. We teach the knowledge, concepts and skills required to respond creatively, professionally and ethically to the urgent social and environmental challenges faced by our cities and regions today. We welcome students with interests in a broad range of subjects. Students from both the arts and science streams are admitted to our landscape programme, which in return offers diverse areas of study for them to excel. Those graduating from our BA(LS) programme may continue their studies in the professionally-accredited Master of Landscape Architecture (MLA) programme at HKU, or apply for study in some of the world’s top postgraduate programmes. 

Landscape architecture is an increasingly important discipline that combines   design and planning specialization with an expertise in ecology, civil engineering, and geography. Landscape architecture has always been a very interdisciplinary profession, commonly handling the challenges of human settlement and environmental risk; planning for health, recreation, and conservation in the industrialising city; and remediating the landscapes of pollution that followed. Landscape architecture today faces challenges of rapid urbanisation, resource depletion, climate change, rising sea-levels, and declining biodiversity. Whether you end up engaging with a corporate client, informing a government body, or participating with an environmental non-profit, our degree will give you the critical, creative, and intellectual tools to advocate for and help create a better world.

The BA(LS) education centres on the design studio — an intensely creative and collaborative learning environment where you work one-on-one with your instructor to develop research and design strategies for real-world problems. The studio builds your strengths in creative problem solving, critical thinking, public communication, and research methodologies. You will become adept at geospatial analysis, confident with digital tools and fabrication processes, and experts in a range of graphic media. Outside of the design studio, you will take courses in landscape technology, plants and ecology, and environmental history and theory.

Experiential learning and international exposure are key components of the BA(LS) education. Studio-based fieldwork and research trips are frequent. Courses take students to sites across Hong Kong to see first-hand the diverse ecologies, communities, and processes that shape this high-density city. Students are encouraged to participate in international academic exchange for one semester of their study.  

Find out more: www.arch.hku.hk/bals
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